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STUDENT-CREATED MURAL NOW HANGS 
OUTSIDE SOUTH PARK MIDDLE SCHOOL
There is a beautiful new addition to South Park Middle School this school year. 
A mural now hangs outside the school and can be seen when students, families 
and visitors enter the campus off Stewart Road. The mural, created by South Park 
Middle School Mural Club members, art teacher Ms. Allison Watkins and artist 
Conor Coleman of the Pittsburgh Cultural Trust, is inspired by Rachel’s Challenge. 
Rachel’s Challenge is a nationwide program that equips and inspires individuals to 
replace acts of violence, bullying and negativity with acts of respect, kindness and 
compassion. Rachel’s Challenge came to South Park Middle School in February 2019. 

Last school year, Mural Club members and Ms. Watkins teamed with Coleman to 
develop the design. Students helped plan the concept, created tessellations for the 
design, primed and prepped the boards, created and spray painted flower stencils 
and assisted with the painting process. Students dedicated much of their Eagle Time 
to help finish the mural and held a paint party on May 31 to complete and celebrate 
the mural. Recently, the mural was installed outside South Park Middle School.

The mural features a young girl watering a flower, which represents the ability of 
a nurturing and kind gesture to spark positive change and growth in others. The 
flower’s roots come down to form messages of inspiration and guidance. These 
messages were picked by the students. They include encouraging statements like, 
“You Matter,” “Stay Strong,” “Shine Bright” and “You’re Loved.”  The roots transcend to 
form a tessellation of triangles, which elicits strength. The tessellation of triangles 
transitions into a tessellation of reaching hands, which represents the power of 
teamwork and collaboration. The negative space within the hands forms a loving, 
compassionate heart. Within the shape, there is a shadow forming a raindrop shape 
and a heart. At the bottom are flowers created by each member of the Mural Club.

Congratulations to the members of the Mural Club for their work on a piece of art that 
conveys such a positive and powerful message. And thank you to Conor Coleman for 
his guidance and time through this process and to Ms. Watkins for volunteering her 
time to spearhead the Mural Club and help them throughout the year.

DATES TO REMEMBER
Monday, November 4
No School for Students

(Staff In-Service/Clerical Day)

Tuesday, November 5 Thursday, November 7
No School for Students

(Act 80 Day)
Board of Directors Meeting

6:30 p.m.
South Park High School  

Cafeteria

Wednesday, October 30
End of First Quarter

https://www.facebook.com/SouthParkSchools/
https://instagram.com/southparkschooldistrict
https://www.facebook.com/SouthParkSchools/
https://twitter.com/spsdinfo
https://twitter.com/spsdinfo
https://instagram.com/southparkschooldistrict
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NOVEMBER BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS 
MEETING 
RESCHEDULED
The November Regular Meeting of the 
South Park School District Board of 
Directors has been rescheduled from 
Thursday, November 14 to Thursday, 
November 7. The meeting will begin at 
6:30 p.m. and will be held in the South 
Park High School cafeteria. 

FINANCIAL AID 
NIGHT PLANNED 
FOR OCTOBER 23
Financial Aid Night and a FAFSA 
Workshop will be held in the high school 
media center on Wednesday, October 23 
from 6:30-8:30 p.m. 

The FAFSA is the most important 
application that must be completed 
in order to qualify for all financial aid 
including federal, state, local and private 
grants and scholarships. 

Kim McCurdy, a representative from 
PHEAA, will be giving a presentation on 
financial aid and then will be available to 
help parents complete the FAFSA form 
online.

Please RSVP if  you and your child will be 
attending by Friday, October 18, 2019 
to Stacie.Klocek@sparksd.org or 412-655-
3111 ext. 2010.

For a list of what to bring to the Financial 
Aid Night and FAFSA Completion 
Workshop, please click here.

Several new courses have been added at South Park High School and South Park 
Middle School this school year.

At South Park High School, two new courses were offered to students. Introduction 
to Computer Science is a one-semester course where students learn computer 
programming basics using Python. AP Computer Science is a full-year course where 
students learn the basics of object-oriented programming with a focus on problem-
solving and algorithm development. AP Computer Science is the tenth AP course 
offered at South Park High School.

At South Park Middle School, eighth grade students will take the new Introduction to 
Foreign Language class. The course provides students with samplings from the three 
foreign languages offered at South Park High School. Students are introduced to 
the basics of German, French and Spanish and learn lessons about the customs and 
cultures associated with these languages.

A career awareness and readiness class 
has been implemented at South Park 
Middle School this year. This class, 
taught by Mrs. Ruscitto, meets the 
mandates of Chapter 339 by covering 
career standards at each grade level 
at the middle school. Students are 
equipped with the tools to transition 
to high school and beyond. Students 
will engage in Naviance portfolio 
development, presentation and public speaking activities and group projects. Topics 
that will be covered include goal setting, career cluster studies, entrepreneurship, 
interviewing skills and post-secondary education options. Students will learn via 
webinars, field trips and interactions with guest speakers.

STUDENTS BENEFIT FROM  
NEW COURSES THIS SCHOOL YEAR

http://sparksd.org/spsd_news/financial_aid_night_scheduled_for_october_23
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QUEEN & KING CROWNED  
AT HOMECOMING FESTIVITIES

A queen and king were crowned as part of South Park High School’s homecoming 
festivities on October 4 and 5. 

The 2019 South Park High School homecoming court was: Kylee Byron, Jenna 
Fareri, Sophia Fareri, Alaina Ferrelli, Paige Jubeck, Samantha Shaw, Jason Benevento, 
Jonathan Blackburn, Stephen Kmonk, Daniel Medved, Rudy Mihoces and Nicholas 
Schnepp.

The 2019 homecoming queen is Kylee Byron. The 2019 homecoming king is Daniel 
Medved.

Congratulations, Kylee and Daniel!

September 27 was Move-Up Night at the 
South Park football game when eighth 
grade students joined the South Park High 
School marching band, majorettes and 
color guard on the field and in the stands. 
This special evening gave the eighth grade 
students a taste of the Friday night lights 
they can experience next year.

EIGHTH GRADERS TAKE THE FIELD WITH 
HIGH SCHOOL MARCHING BAND

STUDENTS COMPETE 
ON KDKA’S 
HOMETOWN HIGH Q

South Park High School students Maddy 
Kinevy, Josh Bennett and Alysa Hoellein 
competed on KDKA-TV’s Hometown 
High Q quiz show that aired on Saturday, 
October 5. The South Park trio came in 
second place during the competition. 
Congratulations, Maddy, Josh, and Alysa!

SIXTH GRADERS 
QUALIFY FOR 
NATIONAL 
TOURNAMENT

Last month, a group of South Park 
Middle School students participated in 
the Equations Tournament at the Heinz 
History Center. 

Sixth graders Kaitlyn Polk and Conor 
Quinn each finished in the top 25 out of 
more than 100 fifth and sixth graders to 
qualify for the national tournament in 
Atlanta.
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SEVENTH GRADERS COMPLETE APPLIED  
ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY PROJECTS

ELEMENTARY 
CENTER STUDENTS 
MEET FIRST 
RESPONDERS

October 3 was a special day for South 
Park Elementary Center first and second 
grade students. It was Safety Day, 
when students met and talked with 
South Park’s first responders. The first 
responders gave students interactive 
lessons about their roles in our 
community. Students also thanked the 
first responders for their service.

Seventh grade students in Mr. Whittington’s 
AET class recently completed their first 
projects on the updated CamMaster CNC 
machines. They have been utilizing 3D 
modeling software to create their designs 
and turn ideas into tangible objects.  

The creation of name plaques required the 
students to use design software, generate 
the G-code for the machines, operate the CNC machines, as well as sand, stain and 
finish the projects. The projects taught students how to utilize a variety of computer 
software programs. They also used advanced machining technology and gained basic 
woodworking skills.

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS TAKE THE FIELD 
FOR ANNUAL FOOTBALL AND CHEER CAMP

Last month, a group of South Park High School students participated in the 
annual Camp of Champions at Elizabeth Forward High School. This event features 
appearances by current Pittsburgh Steelers players and teaches football skills to 
students from a number of local schools. Students rotate through eight different 
football stations where they run, catch, throw and score a touchdown. Students can 
also learn a cheer to perform with students from the participating schools. 

STAY CONNECTED!
Like & Follow the South Park School District

MARK YOUR  
CALENDARS!

South Park students are off on the 
following days:

Monday, November 4
Teacher In-Service/Clerical Day

Tuesday, November 5
Act 80 Day

Monday, November 11
Veterans Day

District Closed

https://www.facebook.com/SouthParkSchools/
https://instagram.com/southparkschooldistrict
https://twitter.com/spsdinfo
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The South Park School District’s mission is to provide an educational atmosphere where all students have opportunities to discover their talents, develop their 
abilities and achieve the expectations embedded in our educational program to become responsible and productive members of society.

The South Park School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, sex, disability or any other legally protected classification in its education programs, activities or 
employment practices. Announcement of this policy is in accordance with state and federal laws including Title IV of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972,  

Sections 503 and 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 and the Pennsylvania Human Relations Act.

Board of Directors
John Innocenti, President • Frank Wentzel, Vice President • Mary Arrigo • Lorraine Blackburn  

David E. Palmer • Wayne Perry • Nicholas Rudolph • Patrick Sable, Treasurer • Norman Solomon
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SIXTH GRADERS EXPLORE
SOUTH PARK

BMX ASSEMBLY 
TEACHES 
ELEMENTARY 
STUDENTS HIGH-
FLYING LESSONS

South Park sixth graders had a great day thanks to the free Parks to Schools program 
offered by Allegheny County Parks on October 4. The program brings the natural, 
cultural and recreational resources of county parks to students in Allegheny County.

During the trip, park rangers welcomed students to a number of outdoor classrooms 
where they explored different animal adaptations and insects that make their home 
in the park. Students also learned about the history of South Park, one of the first two 
county parks. 

The sixth grade team thanks Allegheny County Parks and the park rangers for 
providing our students with an educational and unforgettable day. The team would 
also like to thank First Student for providing buses to make this free trip possible.

South Park Elementary Center students 
were excited to experience a high-
energy, interactive performance from 
Dialed Action Sports on Monday, 
October 7. Three BMX riders performed 
some amazing stunts and even included 
Dr. Furman and some teachers in on the 
fun. 

But this action-packed assembly is 
more than just a display of bike-riding 
skills. The BMX stunt team conveyed 
a powerful anti-bullying message. 
Students learned how to recognize, 
refuse and react to a bully or bullying 
situations. Thanks to the South Park 
Elementary Center PTO for hosting 
this great assembly for all South Park 
Elementary Center students!

FIRST GRADERS MAKE DELICIOUS  
APPLESAUCE ON JOHNNY APPLESEED DAY
Everyone says, “An apple a day!” First 
graders enjoyed a delicious bowl of 
applesauce they made when they 
celebrated Johnny Appleseed Day last 
month. When they weren’t making or 
eating applesauce, they completed a bushel 
of apple learning activities.


